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The storefront is typical in late 19th and early 20th century downtown 
commercial buildings that have no setback from the street and side 
property lines.  These buildings usually range from one to four stories 
with retail spaces on the ground floor with high ceilings and storefronts 
to bring the maximum amount of  light into the space.  Retractable 
awnings protect the merchandise from the sun and provide shelter for 
pedestrians.  The upper floors can be live, work, or retail use accessed 
by a separate entry at street level.  
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Door Yard
The door yard is a shallow urban yard that can be a semi-private garden 
paved patio with a low street wall; or open and inviting.  Ground floor 
can be raised above grade in a residential use to create privacy.  Entry 
is marked by a recessed door or a covered stoop.  The ground floor can 
also be an open storefront style frontage.  
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Porch Yard
The porch yard is a landscaped garden or lawn with 
a path leading to an open covered porch and entry 
door.  The porch and ground floor are raised above 
grade to create a semi-private outdoor space that is 
welcoming from the street.  A low street wall, fence, 
or hedge at the property line adds more privacy to 
the yard.  
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Neighborhood alleys provide service and garage access to residential 
uses in order to preserve the pedestrian character of  the primary street 
frontage.  Detached or semi-detached garages can front the alley in on 
the two configurations shown in the sketch.  A three foot buffer strip 
is required to provide some landscaping, and maneuvering from for 
autos and trucks.  Screening is also required for trash containers.  The 
primary use of  the garage is for auto and yard maintenance storage.  
Lofts in 1 1/2 story garages are suitable for granny flat, guest room, or 
studio use, as per zoning and building code allowances.  
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Alley
The rear of  storefront buildings traditionally fronted on alleys for 
service use only.  Parking lots developed in the portion of  blocks behind 
storefront buildings have turned the alley side of  the building into a 
second entry.  Since the alley side still has to accommodate deliveries, 
trash storage, and utilities, screening of  the service elements is important 
to create an attractive entry.  The addition of  small landscaped gardens 
greatly enhances the appearance of  alley or parking court entries.  
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Garage Entry
The garage entry allows access to lower level garages from 
alleys or parking courts.  Primarily for medium density 
residential uses.  This frontage should also include a 
secondary entry adjacent to the garage.  
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The parking yard requires a landscaped buffer with a low wall, fence, or 
hedge at the property line to separate parking areas from pedestrians and 
provide some continuity to bridge the gap between buildings.  A row of  
trees with a continuous canopy is an alternative.  Side yard parking areas 
are also screened on the street side with a low (36” high) to medium 
(60” high) wall, fence, or hedge.  
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 Penn Avenue Frontage Type Design Guidelines
Awnings Shelter Signage Roof

Placement Materials Technique Type and Size Materials Technique Type and Size Materials Technique Style and Pitch Materials Technique

F1:    

Storefront

F2:                

Door Yard

F3:                

Porch Yard

F4:     

Garage

F5:     
Alley

F6:     

Garage Entry

F7:     
Parking Yard

Roof

Yard

Upper Wall

Lower Wall
Street Wall

Fit to width  -
& shape of 
masonry window 
of storefront 
opening.

Top of awning  -
at top of transom 
or storefront 
opening.

Fabric awning  -
material in colors 
compatible with 
historic building 
style.

Fixed or  -
retractable 
awnings in 
traditional style.

Cantilevered  -
roof shelter over 
entry.

Relate to entry  -
opening.

Wood or iron  -
framed shelter 
structure.

Wood, metal  -
or composition 
shingle consistent 
with building style. 

Detailing  -
consistent with 
building style.

bldg panel/ltrs,  -
cant. sign board, 
banner, flag, neon, 
lettering, awning 
sign, sandwich 
board, monument.

Refer to sign  -
ordinance for size 
requirements.

metal, glass,  -
wood, plastic, 
stone, brick, 
concrete

external ltg  -
pref., back-lit 
letters okay, (no 
back-lit boards), 
sand-blasted 
wood,  lettering 
on window, 
raised letters on 
panel.

Low pitched  -
roof behind 
masonry parapet.

Membrane or  -
metal roof.

Brick, stone,  -
cast stone, metal 
or wood cornice.

Cap parapelt  -
with integral or 
projecting cornice.

Consistent with  -
contemporary 
building style.

Same as F1 - Same as F1 - Same as F1 - Low slope with  -
parapet.

Steep pitch (8”  -
to 12” min.) gable 
roof.

Low slope  -
membrane roof.

Steep pitch  -
metal, or 
wood, slate or 
compositiion 
shingle.

Detailing  -
consistent with 
contemporary 
building style.

Refer to  -
frontage sketch.

Same as F1 - Covered porch  -
at entry.

8 ft minimum  -
depth.

Porch floor  -
12” to 48” above 
grade.

Wood railings  -
and trim, painted, 
masonry piers.

Roof covering  -
to match main 
roof.

Roof similar to  -
main roof. 

Detailing  -
consistent with 
building style.

Same as F1 - Consistent with  -
house style.

Consistent with  -
house style.

Consistent with  -
house style.

N/A - 2nd floor  -
cantilevered 
balcony.

4 ft to 8 ft depth  -
depending on 
building setback.

Wood, iron or  -
concrete framed 
balcony structure.

Wood, iron or  -
glass railings.

Detailing  -
consistent with 
building style. 

N/A - Consistent with  -
house style.

Consistent with  -
house style.

Consistent with  -
house style.

Same as F1 - Same as F1 - Same as F1 - Same as F1 - Same as F1 - Gutter at roof  -
when roof drains 
to rear.

Roof pitch can  -
show.

Consistent with  -
building style.

N/A - Same as F1 - Fit within  -
architectural 
features.

Refer to  -
residential sign 
ordinance for size 
requirements.

Same as F1 - Same as primary frontage. -

N/A - N/A - On wall or fence. -
Ground mounted  -

in landscape area.
Refer to sign  -

ordinance for size 
requirements.

Painted wood  -
or metal.

Raised Letters. -

Extremely  -
lighted.

No back-lit  -
sign boards.

N/A -
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 Penn Avenue Frontage Type Design Guidelines
Yard and Street Wall Building Wall Entry Level Wall Upper Level Wall

Yard Use Street Wall Materials Technique Setback Bay Width Openings Materials Technique Openings Materials Technique

F1:    

Storefront

F2:                

Door Yard

F3:                

Porch Yard

F4:     

Garage

F5:     
Alley

F6:     

Garage Entry

F7:     
Parking Yard

Roof

Yard

Upper Wall

Lower Wall
Street Wall

No yard - N/A - Concrete or  -
brick paving.

Exterior paving  -
of recessed entry 
of storefront.

Entry at grade. -

Zero front yard  -
setback.

Zero side yard  -
setback.

Rear setback  -
by zoning code.

12 Ft to 20 Ft. - 11 Ft to 14 Ft  -
high storefront 
opening.

50% to 75%  -
transparent 
window/door 
openings.

Brick or stone  -
masonry or 
cast masonry 
products.

Contemporary  -
window & door 
detailing.

Main entry door  -
part of storefront.

Storefront may  -
be recessed.

Reflect building  -
cadence.

Vertical window  -
proportions.

25% to  -
50% window 
openings.

Continue entry  -
level materials full 
height of wall.

Reflect bay  -
widths in wall 
detailing.

Cap wall with  -
comics.

Recessed  -
balcony optional.

Pedestrian only. -
No vehicle  -

parking or drives 
in front yard.

Maximum 3 ft  -
high fence, wall 
or hedge. 

Masonry or  -
concrete edging 
if no wall.

Concrete, brick  -
or stone paving.

Brick or stone  -
wall.

Wrought iron  -
or painted wood 
fence.

Landscaped.  -

Wall or fence  -
to match style of 
building.

Ground floor at  -
grade or raised 
above grade.

Front yard  -
setback varies 
from 6 ft to 12 ft.

Side yard  -
setback varies 
from 0% to 15% 
of lot width.

Same as F1 - Same as F1 - Same as F1 - Same as F1 - Same as F1 -

Pedestrian only. -
No vehicle  -

parking or drives 
in front yard.

N/A - Landscaping  -
predominant.

Concrete, brick  -
or stone paths.

Wall or fence  -
to match style of 
building.

Ground floor  -
raised above 
grade 24” to 48”.

Front yard  -
setback 12 ft to 
25 ft.

Side yard  -
setback varies 
10% to 15% lot 
width.

N/A - 25% to 50%  -
transparent 
window & door 
openings.

Doors &  -
windows are 
openings in wall. 

Brick or stone  -
masonry in 
historic size & 
pattern.

Cement stucco. -
Wood or Hardy  -

lap or drop siding.

Main entry from  -
roofed porch.

Min. depth 8 Ft. -

Same as F1 - Use same  -
materials, or 
other wood 
or masonry 
materials 
consistent with 
building style.

Detailing to be  -
consistent with 
building style.

Cap wall  -
with cornice or 
projecting eave.

Vehicle parking. -
Pedestrian path  -

to rear entry.

N/A - Concrete or  -
brick paving.

Landscaped  -
buffer.

Bick or painted  -
wood screen 
walls.

Trash  -
screening.

Wall or fence  -
match building 
style.

Paved access  -
to garage. 

Rear yard  -
setback minimum 
3 ft.

Side yard  -
setback varies.

N/A - Doors &  -
windows are 
openings in wall.

Size & shape of  -
window openings 
similar to main 
building.

Same materials  -
as on main 
building.

Window & door  -
detailing should 
match main 
building.

Reflect entry  -
level.

Continue entry  -
level materials full 
height of wall. 

Detailing to be  -
consistent with 
entry level.

Cap wall  -
with cornice or 
projecting eave.

Vehicle parking. -
Service vehicle  -

access.
Pedestrian path  -

to rear entry.

N/A - Concrete or  -
brick paving.

Brick, rock-faced  -
concrete block 
or painted wood 
screen walls.

Trash &  -
storage opaque 
screening. 

Consolidate &  -
screen utilities.

Rear yard  -
setback varies 
from zero up. 

Side yard  -
setback same as 
building front.

Should be same  -
as street side of 
building.

Not as open as  -
the street side.

25% to 50%  -
transparent 
window & door 
openings.

Same materials  -
as on street side 
of building.

Window & door  -
detailing should 
match street side.

Reflect street  -
side bay pattern. 

Similar to street  -
side window 
openings.

Window & door  -
detailing should 
match street side.

May be capped  -
with a cornice or 
a gutter at roof.

None. -

Vehicle access  -
to garage.

Pedestrian path  -
to rear entry.

N/A - Conrete or brick  -
paving.

Paved yard for  -
access to garage 
& entry.

Landscaped  -
areas encouraged 
adjacent to entry.

Rear yard  -
setback car 
length for garage.

Side yard  -
setback same as 
building front.

Same as F1  -
or street side of 
building.

Not as open as  -
the street side.

25% to 50%  -
transparent 
window & door 
openings.

Same materials  -
as on street side 
of building.

Window & door  -
detailing should 
match street side.

Reflect street  -
side bay pattern.

Similar to street  -
side window 
openings.

Same materials  -
as on street side 
of building.

Window & door  -
detailing should 
match street 
sides.

May be capped  -
with a cornice or 
a gutter at roof.

Parking area  -
behind buffer in 
side yard or F1 
or F2.

30” to 36”  -
high fence, 
wall or hedge 
in a minimum 
8 ft deep 
landscaped 
buffer.

Masonry wall  -
similar to adjacent 
buildings. 

Wrought iron  -
or painted wood 
fence.

Solid hedge. -

Parking area  -
paved.

Wall and fence  -
style consistent 
with historic 
building style.

N/A - N/A - N/A - N/A -


